
 

ISG DAMMAM 

WILL SOON 

HAVE A NEW 

26,400 SQUARE 

METER CAMPUS; 

EQUIVALENT IN 

SIZE TO NEARLY 

FOUR FOOTBALL 

PITCHES! 

NEW ISG DAMMAM CAMPUS UNDER DEVELOPMENT

 
The Leopards have a long history with 
the International Schools Group (ISG) 
District and it all began over 26 years 
ago in a small town called Rahima.  
 
"The new school building is going to 
be a real shot in the arm for our 
whole school community,” explains 
John Rutten ISG Dammam’s Principal. 

“The excitement, enthusiasm, and joy 
surrounding the opening of our new 
campus will carry over into increased 
achievement, pride in their work, and 
compassion for one another."  
 
This article provides an overview of major 
milestones in ISG Dammam’s history and 
a sneak preview of what is to come! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History 
 
Rahima Academy joined the ISG family in 1985 through a merger of two smaller schools to offer K-8 education for 140 
students. At the time, the school had 14 staff members and was situated on a rented 3,500 square meter labor camp. 
Ten years later, Rahima Academy moved to a new facility made possible through a generous land donation from 
ARAMCO and support of the ISG (then SAIS) Board of Trustees. Rahima Academy became well known in the Eastern 
Province and in 1998 moved to a renovated facility in Dammam to accommodate its increasing population of more than 
1,000 students. With the move, three Vice Principals were also appointed to serve the elementary, middle and high 
school and educational programs were expanded to offer pre-school up to the 12th grade.  
 
Although still fondly referred to as Rahima Academy, the Ministry of Education officially renamed the school ISG 
Dammam during the 2002-2003 school year. It is during 
this same period that that ISG Dammam embarked on its 
accreditation process. After two years of reviewing, 
assessing, and reflecting on the school's programs and 
services, ISG Dammam was accredited by the United 
States organization, the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Schools in December 2004.  
 
Currently led by Principal John Rutten and Vice Principals 
Vineeta Dambal, Sylvia Marcos and Annie Mathew, and 
Soheir Ishag, Global Languages Coordinator, ISG 
Dammam’s qualified teachers represent the diversity of 
its student population. With over 1,200 students 
representing more than 40 nationalities, ISG Dammam 
offers a world class education and empowers students  
to become self-motivated and life-long learners who  
contribute responsibly to their communities.  

Pictured (left to right): Rick Barnhouse (ISG Director of  
Facility Development and former Principal), Evelyn Harrison  

(former HS Vice Principal), David Whitaker (ISG Director of Business 
Operations), Sylvia Marcos (ISG Dammam’s MS Vice Principal),  

and Vineeta Dambal (ISG Dammam’s current HS Vice Principal). 

 

Concept Sketch, front view of new ISG Dammam Campus, 
EMAAR  Consulting. 

 



A New Home Awaits the LeopardΩs 
 
In March 2011, ISG Superintendent Norma Hudson 
was joined by ISG Dammam leaders, district staff, 
board members, the property owner and developer 
Mr. Abdul Mohsen, and student representatives of 
ISG Dammam’s National Honor Society and Student 
Council to celebrate the official groundbreaking of 
new ISG Dammam campus.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then Student Council President 
Hussam Al-Hassein, who 
graduated from ISG Dammam  
in 2011, buried a burgundy  
ISG Dammam coffee mug with  
a gold Leopard, the school’s 
mascot,  in which 
student dropped coins. 

Students and staff watched as 
poured cement covered the small 
treasure and then scribed their 
names and other messages into the 
cement upon which ISG Dammam’s 
new campus will be built. 

 

 ISG Dammam’s 2011 Student Council President 
places an ISG Dammam coffee mug to be buried 

within the foundation of the new campus. 

Ravi Nambiar of ISG 
Dammam’s Support Services 

Department who assists with 
site security and oversight 

(above) and National Honor 
Society students write their 

names and special messages 
in the cement of the 

foundation for the new ISG 
Dammam campus. 



 

 ISG DAMMAMôS 

SPRAWLING 

CAMPUS  

IS BEGINNING TO 

TAKING SHAPE!  

SEPARATE YET 

CONNECTED 

BUILDINGS WILL 

HOUSE THE NEW 

ELEMENTARY, 

MIDDLE AND  

HIGH SCHOOL. 

A site visit in December 2011 showed significant progress. The 
scale of the new campus is reflected in the sea of cement and  
rebar footings that cover the landscape. Scheduled to open during 
the 2013-2014 school year, the new campus represents “the fifth 
chapter,” comments Rick Barnhouse, ISG’s new Director of Facility 
Development and former Principal of ISG Dammam, and “will be a 
showcase school for ISG... perhaps one of the nicest international 
schools in the Eastern Province.” When complete, ISG Dammam 
will have three, 3-story structures to house elementary, middle  
and high school programs as well as nursery and preschool 
programs for families.  
 
The facilities will accommodate future growth and feature a large 
shared library, science laboratories, cafeteria, gymnasium and a 
300-person auditorium. Several shaded multi-purpose athletic 
fields and playgrounds will complement the new academic facilities 
with computer labs, visual art and music rooms and a new home 
for ISG Dammam’s Global Language Center which helps students 
integrate back into their native countries through advanced studies 
in five major languages: Urdu, Arabic, Hindi, Tagalo and French. 
 
Watch the ISG District 
website (www.isgdh.org) 
for further updates on 
progress towards 
realization of the new ISG 
Dammam campus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

For further information,  

please contact Catherine  

Geisen-Kisch, ISG Public Relations, 

Alumni and Development, at 

cgeisen@isgdh.org or consult the 

ISG District website at 

www.isgdh.org. 

Photos taken in December 

2011 of the right side 

(above) and front view 

(below) of ISG Dammam’s 

new campus show 

significant progress. The 

Concept Plan for new ISG 

Dammam Campus (middle 

image) was produced by 

EMAAR Consulting. 
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